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Abstract
The need for more services and support for international students’ academic transition is
evident, as their numbers continue to increase in postsecondary institutions. There is also a need
for educational leaders to have a better understanding of how they can support international
students’ academic transition and success. A phenomenological research design is being used to
problematize academic transition by examining the experiences of international students who
are ethnoculturally and linguistically diverse. The focus is on the students from cultural and
educational backgrounds that are divergent to the Canadian educational system, and their
adjustment to postsecondary academic writing and teaching strategies. In-depth, semi-structured
interviews with six purposefully selected, international graduate students, and a document
analysis was used to gather data for analysis and interpretation. The findings brought to bare
culturally responsive practices that postsecondary educational institutions can adopt as they
develop and structure programs and services for international students. The study also provides
recommendations that can be implemented to ensure the smooth transitioning of all international
students.
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increase in international student
enrolment with representation from over 220 countries (Canadian Bureau for
International Education [CBIE], 2018; Statistics Canada, 2020).
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Despite the increase in international student enrolment, there is a growing body of
literature on academic transitional challenges being faced by ECLD students in
postsecondary institutions.
Poor Academic
Writing
(Cennetkusu, 2017;
Maguire, 2011)

Conflicting
Learning and
Teaching Styles
(Ding, 2016; Keefe & Shi,
2017; Quan & Sloan, 2016
& Xu, 2015

Cultural
Dissonance
(Furnham, 2004; Rientes
et al., 2012; Keefe & Shi,
2017 )

Language Barriers
(Ding, 2016; Gu et al.,
2010; Huang & Klinger,
2006; Keefe & Shi, 2017;
Quan & Sloan, 2016)

Title of slide can go here`q1
My Personal
Experience

Research
Interest
Stories from
Other
International
Students

There is a need for educational leaders to
have a broader understanding of how
international students transition
academically and how they can use this
knowledge to guide academic support
development (Dimitrov & Haque, 2016).

Purpose
of
the
Study
Title of slide can go here
The purpose of this qualitative study is to examine the academic
transition of international students who are ethnoculturally and
linguistically diverse (ECLD) in postsecondary education. My focus will
be on students with educational backgrounds and experiences outside
of Canada and their adjustment to academic writing and teaching
strategies in a Western Canadian university.

Academic Transition is the process of a student’s adaptation to a new learning environment.
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How do international students who are ethnoculturally and linguistically
diverse experience academic transition in postsecondary education?
How do international students transition to academic writing in postsecondary
institutions?

How do international students adjust to the teaching strategies in postsecondary
institutions?

How can postsecondary institutions support and foster the academic transition of
ECLD students?

Significance
of
the
Study
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Fill a gap in literature on the academic transition of ECLD
international students in postsecondary education.
A phenomenological study will create an in-depth understanding of
ECLD international students’ unique experiences adjusting to the
academic environment.
Enable faculty and policymakers to make more informed decisions
about transitional support initiatives for ECLD international students.

Literature Review
Researches on International Student Experience
Intercultural Strategies to Support International Students
Theories on Adult Transition

Conceptual Framework
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THE ECLD STUDENT IN TRANSITION
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Taking charge

Self
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Information seeking, direct
action, inhibition of action

ethnicity/culture
Adapted from “Coping Resources-The 4 S’” by Schlossberg et al. (2012). Counseling adults in transition: Linking
Schlossberg’s theory with practice in a diverse world (4th ed.). Springer Publishing Company, LLC.

Methodology
Qualitative
Research

Ontological Position
Constructivism

• Uses interpretative frameworks to
explore in depth meaning that
humans ascribe to a phenomenon
(Creswell & Poth, 2018)

• Based on the idea that people
actively construct subjective
meanings of their experiences as they
engage with the world (Creswell &
Creswell, 2018)
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This qualitative study will apply an Interpretative Phenomenological Analysis
[IPA] approach to examine ECLD international students' lived experiences
adjusting to academic writing and teaching strategies in a Western Canadian
university.
What is it like to
stand in someone
else’s shoes?

PHENOMENOLOGY
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IDIOGRAPHY

IPA

Research
Design
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Six participants will be purposefully selected from a Western Canadian University for
the study.

Data Collection
1. Semi-structured interviews

2. Document Analysis

Data Analysis
Title
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The analytical process
in IPA
can slide
be describedcan
as an iterative
and inductive cycle
(Smith et al., 2009). The steps include:

Reading and rereading

Looking for
patterns across
cases

Initial Noting

Developing
emergent themes

Moving to the
next case

Searching for
connections
amongst
emergent themes

Complete Steps 1-4 for
each case before moving
on to the next step.
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The university under
investigation
have acknowledged
that ECLD
students have
several academic transitional challenges and have special programs which address:

Academic Integrity and the Writing
Process
Engaging in the Academic
Conversation
Imposter Syndrome and Other
Challenges

Timeline of the Research

Final Report
September, 2021

Data Collection

Data Analysis and
Draft of Final
Report

June 2021

July-August, 2021
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